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NOTES FROM SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION UNDERLINED
DRAFT Design and Aesthetic Goal, Objectives, and Implementation Strategies
GOAL:  Create a unique and appealing built-environment that encourages area residents to shop and work locally and continue to call the area home while enticing people from outside the area to visit.
Objective #1: Establish architectural standards that promote a high-level of building design and encourage an integrated and complementary pattern of development 
Policies to consider:

· Building materials, massing, ornamentation, fenestration, height, color, roof pitch (refer to Greensboro and High Point examples)
· Roof pitch may be appropriate for smaller buildings but for larger buildings pitched roofs may not be practical. Perhaps separate standards should apply depending on the size of the building.
· Maximum building height definitely should be considered
· Perhaps consider different standards for residential versus non-residental development.
· Height may aid in ensuring compatible density for multi-family residential development 
· Requiring all masonry construction with limitations on the use of concrete masonry units might be one simple way of addressing materials.
· Permitting architectural embellishments (metal accents for example) and standing seam roofs should be permitted.
· The Town of Oak Ridge's architectural standards should be examined. 
· An architectural review board (or other body) might be advisable to determine plan compliance
· Board composition, appointment, rules, etc. would need to be considered and can be complicated
· The concept of an architectural review board may face resistance since such level of review can add expense/delays to projects and bring politics into the decision-making process 
Implementation:

· Ordinance amendments – overlay standards?
· Application through the rezoning process
· Develop an architectural review board for new, substantial structures (non single-family)

· An architectural review board (or other body) might be advisable to determine plan compliance
· Board composition, appointment, rules, etc. would need to be considered and can be complicated
· The concept of an architectural review board may face resistance since such level of review can add expense/delays to projects and bring politics into the decision-making process 
· Encouragement by private organizations such as business associations and community associations
Objective #2: Augment existing landscaping standards that enhance landscaping planting yards and encourage preservation of significant tree canopy for new development  
Policies to consider:

· Wider and denser street landscaping yards

· How do we encourage this beyond the planning area? Recommendations for areas lying beyond the planning area should be included with this plan.
· Consider wider landscaping yards similar to the City of Greensboro scenic corridor for the outer loop (perhaps incorporate through existing County scenic corridor on Highway 421)

· Practical difficulties might arise with such substantial setbacks.

· Current street yard requirement is 8 feet – an increase may be doable, perhaps to 15 feet.

· Additional canopy trees and shrubs above and beyond the current requirement of 2 and 17 per 100 l.f. is feasible

· Examine planting yard at Worthing Chase – provides good example of a dense street yard.

· Worthing Chase provides a minimum 20' landscaped street buffer yard – 12' wider than the typical street buffer yard (8' requirement).

· Identification and preservation of tree canopy that can be saved

· Maintenance of landscaped areas

Implementation:

· Use of existing agreement with Greensboro for projects to be served by municipal water or sewer

· Ordinance amendments – overlay standards?

· Application through the rezoning process

· Encouragement by private organizations such as business associations and community associations

Objective #3: Develop specialized advertising signage standards that are influenced 
by and consistent with the area's existing understated signage
Policies to consider:

· Commercial advertising needs
· Height and area
· Greensboro example looks good
· Think about starting with Oak Ridge as model and make exceptions for increased height and area for larger developments
· Types of permitted and prohibited signs (monument, electronic, neon, pole signs)
· Existing signage in area and consistency
· Fairness

Implementation:

· Ordinance amendments – overlay standards?

· Application through the rezoning process

Objective #4: Adopt outdoor lighting regulations that permit the use of lighting that enhances commerce and security while limiting the negative impacts and safety hazards of light trespass (refer to Dark Sky initiatives – used as basis for Oak Ridge ordinance)
Policies to consider:

· Appropriateness of existing regulations

· Types of suitable lighting fixtures

· Other standards such as height and wattage

Implementation:

· Use of existing Ordinance regulations

· Ordinance amendments – overlay standards?

· Application through the rezoning process

Objective #5: Advocate for robust landscaping installation in the public rights-of-way as part of the improvements being made to US Highway 421 to create a spectacular entryway  

Policies to consider:

· Funding sources and limitations

· Craig M. to investigate current funding
· DOT has about $90,000 budgeted for landscaping at Woody Mill – detailed plans will be developed following completion of the interchange. Hwy 421’s landscaping will definitely affect the area’s appearance so it will be important so stay informed of the project’s progress.

Implementation:

· Communicate and offer input to NCDOT
